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A. SYNOPSIS 
 

This appendix provides additional information intended to support the Commission’s 
discussion of the proposed Port of Tacoma Bridge and Road Priorities. 

B. PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED INFORMATION 
 

East 11th Street Bridge Corridor Study 

The analysis of the 11th Street Bridge project was designed to build on the results of a 
previous study carried out by the City of Tacoma, with a POT $25,000 contribution and staff 
participation.  Staff briefed the Commission on September 17, 2020 and September 24, 
2020.  

A quick recap of the East 11th Street Bridge Corridor Study: It evaluated 10 different 
replacement options for the bridge, resulting in the decision that a replacement of the bridge 
and viaduct in their existing locations, with an increase in the Viaduct to achieve a 40-foot 
clearance to enable top picks to cross under the viaduct, was the best option. A design 
option that would have kept the bridge in its existing location but avoided a new viaduct 
crossing WST was discarded due to the size of the loop ramp that would be required to 
accommodate truck turning radii and grade requirements to make the connection between 
the ground and the bridge deck. The loop ramp would need to be located on Port property.  
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Modeling Efforts 

Both the July 21 and September 15, 2022, slide presentations provided results of a 
modeling effort designed to evaluate the impact of replacing the East 11thStreet Bridge and 
Viaduct in place. The analysis of both current and future conditions indicated that demand 
for the bridge to support Port/NWSA related truck movements, and well as general purpose 
traffic was limited—although our analysis showed clearly that it would draw additional 
commuter traffic to the north-end of the GCP. This is illustrated by the slides provided during 
the July 21, 2022 presentation, which included trip numbers for 2018, and a more aggregate 
depiction of future demand on the bridges and transportation system in the Tideflats shown 
on September 15th. 
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C. ADDITIONAL MODELING INFORMATION 

The following slides provide additional information on future personal vehicle and truck 
volumes that would be attracted by a new East 11th Street bridge, or a widened Lincoln Avenue 
bridge. The analysis results presented during the September 17, 2022, meeting where based 
on this data, although the slides were omitted from the presentation for brevity’s sake. 
Commuter traffic rerouting to either of these bridges would see notable reductions in travel 
time. 

This is particularly true for the East 11th Street bridge, which would attract significant additional 
commuter, but only a small number of trucks per hour. Most of the commuters and trucks 
would otherwise use Portland Ave, with some trips, including truck trips destined for Lot F, 
switching from the Lincoln Ave corridor to the E 11th Street corridor. E 11th Street would also 
attract a small number of new trips across the Murray Morgan bridge. The through traffic would 
mix with terminal-related traffic on E 11th Street and Port of Tacoma Road: 

 

Similarly, a widening of the Lincoln Avenue bridge would attract significant additional 
commuter traffic and a higher number of trucks than the E 11th Street corridor. Most of these 
trips are through trips, with only a small number of trips destined for locations north of Lincoln 
Avenue: 
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These results led to the development of concepts for improvements focused on the 
intersection of Portland and Lincoln Avenues, to both improve access for port-bound trucks 
and avoid increasing through traffic that could potentially conflict with Port/NWSA-related truck 
traffic, on the northern half of the GCP. 
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D. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE EVALUATION MATRIX 

The following provides additional information on the application of the evaluation criteria for the bridge replacement/expansion projects: 
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E. UPDATED PROJECT COSTS 

The following provides recent cost estimates for projects that were included in the analysis, 
as available. 

Project 
Target 

Completion 
Cost 

Estimate 

I-5 POT Road Interchange Phases 2 & 2B 2025/27 $ 84m* 

SR-167 Puget Sound Gateway 2028 $ 1.2b   

East 11th Street Bridge and Viaduct TBD $ 280m** 

Fishing Wars Memorial Bridge TBD $ 280m** 

Portland Ave Freight Access Improvements 2028 $ 4,36m  

54th/SR-509/Taylor Way intersection TBD $ 825k* 

   *Current construction cost estimate for remaining project elements. 
    **Recent staff cost estimates not yet included in the CIP.) 

 
 


